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Dear Brothers and Friends,

Recent months have seen a flurry of activity at 5 Webster Avenue and as fall transitions to winter we are mere steps away from College re-recognition. The Alumni Corporation has been working closely with undergraduate members since the first days of last winter rush to update the physical plant, chart a financial plan, and bring Phi Delta Alpha back to the Dartmouth community. Much has been accomplished toward the goal of re-recognition and we are taking the final steps to ensure that the legend of The Palace continues on for years to come.

The class of 2005 moved into the grand common spaces and cozy living rooms of 5 Webster in July, marking the first time that brothers have lived in the house for over three years. Since then, the bonds of brotherhood have been strengthened daily by the common living experience, whether it’s catching a baseball game in the tube room, staying up until sunrise on the balcony, or merely hanging out downstairs. We have brought the strength of our brotherhood into public view by hosting campus events, forums, and social events, including the wildly successful Green Key Block Party and our recent Grand Re-Opening Party.


The combined efforts of undergraduate house managers Phil Andersen ‘05 and Ted Finnerty ‘05 and Mike Davidson ’85 have produced significant upgrades to the physical plant. In addition to a new boiler, a state-of-the-art fire system has been installed along with new firewalls and doors on the upstairs landings. In addition, high-speed Internet and voice-over-IP phones have been installed in every room. The Alumni Board and House Treasurer David Grey ’05 have developed a fiscal plan that will ensure the financial solvency and continued viability of our fraternity. 


In addition to the myriad developments within the house, the undergraduate brothers have achieved excellence in the Dartmouth community. Andrew Kallmann ’05, David Geenberg ’05, and Kyle Swingle ’05 were inducted into the Greek honor society Order of Omega and all currently hold leadership positions within that body. The Phi Delts have excelled in athletics as well, with three brothers on the Dartmouth football team and eight brothers on the Dartmouth rugby team. 


We are looking forward to attracting a strong class of ’06 men to Phi Delt for this winter’s rush and we invite all alumni to return to the house for the three days of rush and the weekend immediately prior. The strong alumni presence at rush last year was key to the success of that endeavor and we are excited to once again welcome Phi Delts from all eras back to help us with the recruiting effort. The ineffable support of the alumni over the past year has been vital to the success of this organization and we are eternally grateful for the time and energy that so many have put toward the revitalization of Phi Delt. We look forward to seeing many of you this winter when we select a new pledge class and continue the tradition of the incomparable fraternity that is Phi Delta Alpha.

In the Bond,

Graham Rasmussen

President

Green Key

This year marked the return of the Phi Delt block party.   A revered tradition among those close to the Ziggly, the block party was an important tradition to restore, and we were thrilled to be the ones to restore it.  With previous block party posters and stories as our only guides, we attempted to mimic the success of the Green Keys of the 90s.

Planning began in the first few weeks of winter term, as we were just getting our feet wet in fraternity life.  We narrowed down a list of more than twenty bands to a final selection of three bands – Deep Banana Blackout, a funk band; The Zen Tricksters, a Grateful Dead cover band; and Strangefolk, a Burlington-based rock/folk band.  The final decision was in favor of Strangefolk, and we quickly obtained college and town permits and signed the contract with the band.

We co-sponsored the event with Tabard, a neighboring co-ed house.  The Tabard had a free barbeque on their lawn while the band played on the Phi Delt front porch.  The block party was non-alcoholic and was well regulated.  We also worked with a Strangefolk-affiliated organization called Strangers Helping Strangers to arrange a food drive at the block party to benefit the Upper Valley Food Shelf, a local homeless shelter.

The block party had been hyped across campus as the mark of Phi Delt’s return to campus, so expectations were high.  As is always the case, we had our fingers crossed for good weather, and the Phi Gods delivered.  The show was held on Friday, May 16th as students were finishing classes.  By 4:00, the band was playing to a crowd of 1000 people – students and community members – under a pristine New England spring sky.  The show ended with a cover of Bob Marley’s “Could You Be Loved,” at which point people climbed on stage and danced with the band.  Brothers started exchanging smiles and high fives.  Phi Delt was back.

Many thanks to the alumni who were able to return to Hanover for this year’s block party.  It was exciting to see the lifelong connection with Phi Delt that so many of you feel.  We have already begun making plans for next year’s block party and hope to see you there.

Chris Kane ‘05

The Fifty Greatest Books in the Phibrary

1.   The Rig
2.   Integrity, by A. A. McKenzie

3.   Buddy XI’s papers

4.   Colonies ‘n Colonists

5.   Starting Foundations, by Harold Parmington
6.-10.  The 1963 Encyclopedia Americana (volumes C through G)     

11.  Phi Delta Theta 1902-1912 Rush Book

12.  The Phikeia: His Book (1932)

13.  Broken Pledges: The Dave Westol Story
14.  “How to Avoid Scurvy” (pamphlet)
15.  Aristotle: The Most Boring Man Ever
16.  The Subhumans
17.  Rig-Based Entertainment
18.  The jukebox (in basement)
19.  Palaces and Other Fine Homes
20.  Plagues and Other Miserable Ailments

21.  Banquets and Other Festive Occasions
22.  The Undesirables
23.  1996 Composite (composite)
24.  One Rig, Two Rig, Red Rig, Blue Rig, by Theodore Geisel

25.  Ulysses, by James Joyce

26.  Ulysses, Cliffs Notes

27.  Ulysses, VHS

28.  “You love Chinese food.” (fortune)

29.  Vegetarian Cooking Around the World (gift)

30.  1984 Aegis

40.  What Everyone Should Know About Monsoon Season
41.  Obesity is Really Widespread

42.  “98 ∙ 13 ∙ 1 ∙ 5 ∙ 24” (fortune, other side)

43.  The Untold Story of Rigs
44.  “Growing Up Lesbian” (pamphlet)

45.  Home Repair: What to Do When Everything’s Broken

46.  Housetraining Your Pet
47.  Those Reds: A Dangerous Batch of Commies (1956)

48.  Overcoming Panic Attacks with Coladapine (ad)

49.  How to Avoid Eye Trouble, by Dr. S. Q. Deets, M.D.
50.  Growing and Keeping Squash
Housemen Report

Over the past year there have been numerous physical plant projects underway at 5 Webster. Some projects have changed the actual layout of The Palace and others have simply improved the quality life at the Big White Fun House.  We thank the alumni for the support they have given and continue to give to restore Phi Delt to glory.  

All fraternities at Dartmouth are being forced to comply with recommendations put forth in the Fuller Audit. This audit is meant to ensure that each house meets with new fire regulations and ADA regulations as well as maintains a basic quality of life standard within their physical plants. The average estimate for improvements across campus approached $800,000 over a 15-year period; however, the majority of these improvements are required to be completed in the first 3 years. As a returning house, Phi Delt was/is required by the college to meet a few changes ahead of that schedule. We were required to finish most of the first year items before becoming residential.  The house has already made improvements nearing $100,000.

In January of 2003, Mike Davidson '85 brought his construction crew through the house to replace 44 busted water pipes, repair water damage to the ceiling of the Great Hall, and replace all 4 toilets. The old beast in the boiler room had crapped out in late December – leaving the house frozen for a good three weeks. Immediately after rush, the old boiler was replaced, and the new boiler increases our oil efficiency, allowing 550 gallons to last nearly 3 weeks during as opposed to 5 days Hanover winters. Coming into last spring term, we were mandated to complete a significant amount of exterior work before the College would allow us to host our annual Green Key Block Party. A lot of repair and painting went into the front porch and balcony, including some cosmetic work on the pillars.

With sophomore summer approaching, we became anxious to live in The Palace. The Fuller Audit “first year” projects we were required to complete before the administration would allow the brothers to live at 5 Webster included:  an entirely new emergency lighting system; new fire pulls; new smoke and heat detectors; new fire system controller; new compressor and trigger valves for the sprinkler system; firewalls on both the second and third floor landings; lining the hallways with fire code sheetrock; replacement of all 8 outer room doors.  All of this was completed by the fifth week of summer term, and we were allowed to move into The Palace. Other residential improvements were made to the house after moving into our rooms, including 28 Ethernet ports throughout the house and 7 Voiceover IP phones in each of the 7 living rooms. 

In the fall of 2003, additional progress has been made on completing more sections in our Fuller Audit. The next big project is still in the designing phase. We are required to have an enclosed second means of egress. The existing fire escapes on the side porches are now illegal and in its place we are building an enclosed stairwell on the rear of the house. The fire exits for the second and third floors will go through each respective bathroom into the new stairwell and the stairwell will empty onto the back porch.  The back porch will be increased in size so that it wraps around the side of the house - connecting flush with the side porch. The first meeting with the architect was August 12, 2003, zoning approval will hopefully happen in January and the tentative groundbreaking is in February.

On top of these major projects there are also plenty of smaller projects on the agenda. We plan to replace all of the first floor windows with more durable, energy efficient versions before winter hits and then replace the upper floors piecewise over the next few years. We will need to install a handicap-accessible ramp to the first floor, and the basement in compliance with ADA standards within the next three years along with other ADA compliancy projects 

As you may have heard, Phi Delt held its first registered alcoholic event and the party was such a success that the line to get in reached out to Webster Ave.  Unfortunately the people dancing in the composite room demonstrated that the house of Alexander Anderson Mckenzie was not built to support a modern day party.  Within the coming months we will need to reinforce the composite room floor with some support beams so that it can carry more active weight.  Also regarding safety, a chimney fire in AXA last year has led to the renovation of our great hall fireplace.  The old brick hearth was beginning to crumble allowing very flammable carbon tar to seep into the Beachwood frame of the fireplace.  During the thanksgiving week the first three feet of brick will be replaced and the chimney will be inspected to insure that it is safe for operation during the winter months.  

If you have made it this far in the article you have realized that we have been making (and will continue to make) major additions and improvements on the house both under requirement of the administration and as well as general upkeep projects.  The past, current and future projects have been/ are only possible because of the immense support (both financially and otherwise) that we have received from our alumni.  Thank you for all your support.  You can contact either of our current housemen (phillip.b.Andersen@dartmouth.edu or ted.Finnerty@dartmouth.edu) with any questions that you may have.

The 05’s

Chris Kane

Lloyd Harbor, NY

Cold Spring Harbor High School

Major: Engineering

I play on Dartmouth's rugby team and am the current match secretary.  I am also involved with Dartmouth's sailing program and hope to work in nautical engineering.  Other interests include ping pong, dice, and dropping deets.

Drue Fitzgerald

Coeur d' Alene, ID

Coeur d' Alene High School  (I'm poor)

I plan on becoming a ruthless dictator of a medium sized country and running it from skeens.

J. Kyle Swingle 

Westfield, NJ

Westfield High School 

I think it's obvious now to all who have been on the Dartmouth campus since winter term 2003 that Phi Delta Alpha has returned to its proper position as a major influence on the college. Returning to residency in so short a period has shown the dedication of the current brothers as well as those that have come before us. Personally, I am extremely proud to be a member of Phi Delt, and would like to extend a warm thanks to all those who have helped us to reestablish ourselves as a house that is legitimate residentially, academically, and of course, socially. Also, I hate Jean Shaheengleberg.

Andrew Kallmann

Mendham, NJ

Delbarton School

i'll think of the quote later.

Danger T. Zone (a.k.a. Erik Richardson)

Rochester, MN

Mayo HS

Eric Chaves

Los Altos, CA

St. Francis

I don't understand this.  What's going on?

Isaac B. Kardon

New York City, New York

Scarsdale High School

I'm a history major and play with the rugby and hockey clubs. And I really hate squirrels.

John A. M. Paro

Outside of Chicago, IL

Hinsdale Central High School 

John here.  I'm a pre-med who plays music and sings.  So basically I'm the hard guy in the house.  I've also been convicted of second-degree sweetness and recently received a DWBTR citation.  (Driving While Being Totally Radical.)  Yeah, I'm a loose cannon.  But a very sexy cannon.

Kevin Sheehan

Lloyd Harbor NY

Cold Spring Harbor HS

Matthew F. McKnight


Topsfield, MA

Phillips Exeter Academy

I'm a history major and international relations minor.

I play rugby and do ski patrol.

I plan on becoming an officer in the Marine Corps upon graduation.

Mike Reineck

used to be Potomac, Md but moved to East Berlin, Pa a couple months ago

Winston Churchill HS 

i will think of something funny but i have to get dressed for a formal right now

Phillip Andersen

Honeoye Falls, NY


Honeoye Falls Lima HS

Houseman extraordinaire.

Ralph Davies

New Canaan


New Canaan High School

How about this: I enjoy playing rugby and working on my Spanish.  I am going to be spending my fall term in Spain.  I tried studying the French because I figured the girls in Paris are better looking, but I experienced too much Spanish interference.  I am also proficient in table surfing and bar sliding.

Royce Novosel-Johnson

Kane, PA

Kane Area High School

Favorite hobbies are fishing and camping.  Hold Kane HS triple jump record.  Track State Medallist.  Dartmouth Varsity Football Letterman...and one hell of a model American.

yeah, throw this in there too.....i'm a government major specializing in international relations, and i'm a classical studies minor

Tyler Lavin

Potomac, MD

Winston Churchill High School

History Major, Govy Minor

I play football here. I also have a collection of characters from the show "My Little Pony", and I close my eyes when I talk about Italian food.
Dan Jackson 

Bernardsville, NJ

Delbarton School

Don’t take away my chicken.

Travis Keller (Townie)

Thetford, VT

Milton Academy, Milton, MA

I do nothing of real worth here at Dartmouth.  I am currently the Vice President of Phi and am a double major in Economics and Environmental Studies.  I try to pass the long Dartmouth days golfing and skiing- rough life.  That actually reminds me, my only real goal at Dartmouth is to stay here as long as possible.  I really look forward to the prospect of being here to see some of my current brother's children enter Phi.  In all seriousness though, I love Phi Delt and I am indebted to all those whose hard work resurrected Ye Olde School House and all of us up here in Hanover are committed to doing whatever it takes to keep the Phi spirit alive.

Graham Rasmussen

Orinda, CA

Miramonte HS

Going skiing this winter. Maybe I’ll finally be able to relax.

Brad Hogate

Hot Springs, AR

Lake Hamilton HS

There’s an evil monkey in my closet, but the sad thing is that he wasn’t always evil.

Rob Freiman

Randolph, NJ

Randolph HS

Optimus Prime is a Jew.


Joe Rago

Falmouth, MA

Falmouth HS

Dave Grey

Kentfield, CA

The Branson School

I like music. I really like music.

Alex Nunez

Lynn, MA

Lynn Classical HS

Dave Geenberg

Westfield, NJ

Westfield HS

I’m one half of the coolest guy ever.

Ted Finnerty

Lincoln, MA

Holderness School

make something up for me, it'll probably be funnier...rig
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